
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        

November 29, 2022 

 

SHPE MOURNS RAY MELLADO, CHAIR EMERITUS AND 

FOUNDER OF GREAT MINDS IN STEM 
 

(City of Industry, CA) — The SHPE Familia joins the 

Hispanic and STEM communities in honoring Great 

Minds in STEM founder Ray Mellado who passed 

away peacefully in his home surrounded by his family 

on the morning of November 25. 

Founded by Carmela and Ray Mellado in 1989, Great 

Minds in STEM (GMiS; formerly HENAAC) is a national 

nonprofit organization dedicated to keeping America 

technologically strong by promoting science, 

technology, engineering, and math careers in 

underserved communities. GMiS pursues their 

mission through its annual HENAAC conference, and 

its educational programs like the Hall of Fame, Viva 

Technology, and STEM-Up. 

Ray and Carmela Mellado befriended SHPE founder Rod Garcia close to fifty years ago and the trio 

collaborated for many years to advance their shared values of diversity, equity, and inclusion in 

STEM. In fact, Carmela produced SHPE’s first national newsletter which laid the foundation for 

Hispanic Engineer Magazine, a partnership between SHPE, Mellado Communications, and Career 

Communications Group that featured the stories of outstanding Hispanic engineers and scientists. 

SHPE and GMiS continue to work together on various fronts to this day and many SHPE members 

consider Ray Mellado a role model and inspiration. 

“Ray Mellado realized early in his career that Hispanic excellence was intrinsically linked to American 

competitiveness,” said 2002 HENAAC Scholar, 2009 HENAAC Luminary, and 2018 HENAAC Award 

Winner and SHPE Lifetime Member and Board Secretary Will Davis. “His quest to tell the stories of 

role models and heroes, graduate folks with STEM degrees and secure them jobs, and spark the 

imaginations of kids from underserved communities has changed the narrative for Hispanics. His 

legacy of thinking bigger and bolder is fitting, because just like the organization he founded, Ray was 

a Great Mind in STEM.” 

“Ray Mellado was a giant,” SHPE Lifetime Member and former Board Chair Miguel Alemañy said. 

“Someone who believed in the power of STEM and the need for Hispanics to be represented at every 

level. He was a powerful force in the industry, founding and supporting HENAAC, later changed to 
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GMiS. I worked with him for many years across our organizations and was always impressed by his 

tireless dedication, his energy and motivation, and his drive. He never asked for anything in return 

but gave to the community 100%. He was a role model and someone we will miss dearly in the 

Hispanic STEM industry and in STEM in general.” 

SHPE past National President and Lifetime Member Diana Gomez said, “Ray Mellado loved his 

community and he worked tirelessly to improve it. When I became SHPE National President, Ray was 

one of my biggest supporters, mentor, and a great friend. I will treasure our beautiful friendship and 

his legacy will continue in each and every one of us he helped.” 

A visionary in the STEM community and an honorary SHPE Lifetime Member, Ray Mellado, his family, 

and his GMiS colleagues will be in the thoughts and prayers of all of the SHPE members who had the 

fortune to know him and all those who wish to honor the contribution he made to advance 

underserved communities in STEM. His loss leaves a hole in the heart of our Familia. 

A Celebration of Life Mass is being held at 9:30am on Friday, December 9, at the St. Joseph Salesian 

Retreat Center (8301 Arroyo Dr., Rosemead, CA) with the burial immediately following at Rose Hills 

Memorial Park and then a luncheon and reception. RSVP to apark2002@gmail.com. Please direct 

flower deliveries to arrive between December 7th and 8th at Castañeda Crollett Mortuary, 3715 E. 

Cesar Chavez Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90063. 

 

About SHPE 

SHPE (Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers) is a nonprofit organization serving and advancing 

Hispanics in STEM. With more than 13,000 student and professional members, SHPE's mission is to 

change lives by empowering the Hispanic community to realize its fullest potential and to impact the 

world through STEM awareness, access, support, and development. For more information, please 

visit https://www.shpe.org/ 

 

Contact: Jen Linck 

jenl@shpe.org 

703-732-6701 

mailto:apark2002@gmail.com
https://www.shpe.org/
mailto:jenl@shpe.org

